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75~ Major topics
The following topics will unfold according to the structure of scientific papers and related

issues.

Module 1 Introduction to academic writing

This module will describe the course first and then teach the students how to read scientific
papers critically and more effectively, and how to write critical reviews on scientific papers. Finally
they will discuss the feedback on their critical reviews from both peer students and the instructor.

Module 2 How to write Titles and Abstracts?
This module will introduce the features of a good title and a good abstract and then share the
strategies to write them effectively. Discussing sample titles and abstracts will help students better

understand the standards of good titles and abstracts.

Module 3 How to write IMRD?

This module will introduce how to write Introduction, Materials & Methods, Results,
Discussion & Conclusion Sections. Specifically, we will define what makes a good introduction,
share sample introductions and strategies to draft an effective introduction. And then we will discuss
the written introductions and the corresponding feedback from both the peer students and the

instructor. Such procedures also apply to the other sections.

Module 4 Intellectual standards

This module will summarize the academic standards, such as clarity, accuracy, precision and
logicalness etc. We will first define these standards and then discuss how to achieve them in terms
of wording and organizing the content.

Module 5 How to write rebuttals and replies to peer reviews
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This module will coach the students how to negotiate and justify themselves by articulating

their ideas clearly, concisely and convincingly.

Module 6 Revise the first draft
This advanced academic course expects the registered students to construct an SCI first draft

out of the four assignments. In this module, the instructor will coach them how to revise the first
draft by questioning their assumptions, reasoning and logical justification according to the
intellectual standards.

These 6 modules are largely independent, but they can also work together flexibly when we

find it necessary to meet the needs of the learners.
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